ES2 Lobby Day 2013 

On February 27th, the Empire State Economic Security Campaign had their 2013 Legislative Education Action Day and held a rally in Albany with more than 100 people including low-income New Yorkers, community activists, union members and faith leaders. They marched to the State Capitol to hold a People’s Hearing on the State Budget organized by NYers for Fiscal Fairness Ron Deutsch. Groups present included The Empire State Economic Security Campaign, Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies, University Settlement, Labor-Religion Coalition of New York State, Occupy Albany, Welfare Rights Initiative, NY Students Rising and the "Billionaires for Loopholes Trio.” They urged legislators in Albany to get some CLASS (Close Loopholes Aid Social Services).  The rally gave a voice to real New Yorkers that are excluded from budget process in the Capitol.  Chants by activists and students raised the spirits of the crowd. These included “Don't be nuts, stop the cuts" and "Banks got bailed out, we got sold out”.  The group rallied for issues including closing corporate tax loopholes, increased funding for jobs programs, education, human services, and heath care, anti-hunger programs and raising the minimum wage.

Those that testified also addressed the need for funding for anti-hunger programs such as HPNAP (for emergency food programs).  The Bureau of Nutrition at the Department of Health has recommended a $10 million increase in the allocation for the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program. The demand for emergency food has increased by more than 60% since the “Great Recession” started, according to HANNYS Executive Director Mark Dunlea.  The Governor instead wants to combine HPNAP into a block grant with two-dozen other programs that would face a cumulative cut of $13 million, he included. 

“There is not a single reason why the children of New York ought to endure hunger, poverty and inadequate if not downright dangerous educational environments. A fair, moral, and faithful budget builds vibrant communities, provides good jobs, access to housing and healthcare, and gives children the chance to fulfill their destinies. The people of New York deserve that. The State of New York, one of the richest places on the planet, can afford that," said Sara Niccoli, Executive Director of Labor-Religion Coalition of New York State.

Cristina Chaise, a student from Hunter College and part of the Welfare Rights Initiative spoke about the importance of education being the path out of poverty and supporting bill S-1419 that would count 4-year College as meeting federal welfare participation and allow students to receive a bachelor’s degree without having to choose between benefits and their educational potential. 

A key issue is raising the minimum wage in this year’s state budget rather than later in the legislative session, as suggested by Gov. Cuomo. This would impact about 1.1 million people, especially low-income New Yorkers, living below the federal poverty line and struggling to provide for their families with the increasing cost of living. Both Democrats and Republicans realize the urgency and need to increase the minimum wage that has been delayed for far too long. Recently, the Senate Democratic Conference declared their support to raise the rate to $9 an hour and $9.50 an hour the following year, plus indexing future increases to the rate of inflation. 
